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Abstract—A novel palladium complex with salicylaldehyde N(4)-ethylthiosemicarbazone has been synthesized and according to its
crystal structure the ligand is bound to the metal in an O, N, S-terdentate coordination mode. This phosphorus-free system effi-
ciently catalyzes the Heck reaction of aryl bromides (from electron-rich to electron-poor) with styrene under argon, with turnover
numbers of up to 43,000, at 150 °C after 24 h, and with a selectivity toward trans-stilbenes ranging from 92 to 96%. In air, for
activated aryl bromides and for a palladium concentration of 1 mM, the yields are essentially the same as those obtained when the

reaction was performed under argon.
© 2004 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.

The palladium-catalyzed arylation of alkenes, known as
the Heck reaction, represents one of the most powerful
tools in organic synthesis for carbon—carbon bond for-
mation.! The complexes used as catalysts are usually
based on phosphorus ligands.?> These catalysts are often
water- and air-sensitive.> Therefore, catalysis under
phosphine-free conditions is a challenge of high impor-
tance, and a number of phosphine-free ligands* as well
as ligand-free palladium catalysts® for the Heck reaction
have been reported. In our attempts to evaluate phos-
phine-free systems in the Heck reaction, a substituted
salicylaldehyde thiosemicarbazone was chosen for this
purpose. The chemistry of thiosemicarbazones has been
an extremely active area of research primarily because of
the beneficial biological (viz. antiviral and antitumor)
activities of their transition-metal complexes.® Salicyl-
aldehyde thiosemicarbazone is a multidentate ligand
with five potential coordination sites: three N, one O,
and one S atoms. Usually, it is bonded to a transition-
metal leaving some potential donor sites unused, and it
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could play a constructive role for specific purposes, for
example, the construction of heteropolynuclear com-
plexes.” This phosphine-free system attracted our
attention due to the presence of additional potential
N-donors, since it is known that an additional coordi-
nation site as a stabilizing group during the course of a
metal-mediated reaction could improve the catalytic
efficiency of the complex.?4e$

Recently, our groups have published several papers
concerning the coordination chemistry of thiosemicar-
bazones’ and transition-metal homogeneous catalysis
employing phosphorus ligands with additional potential
donors, such as N, O, S, the constructive role of which
in catalysis is decisive, even though the additional donor
is not bound to the metal.?!° In the present work, we
report the synthesis and crystal structure of a palladium
complex with salicylaldehyde N(4)-ethylthiosemicar-
bazone. This phosphine-free system was applied to the
Heck reaction of aryl bromides with styrene. To our
knowledge, this paper represents the first study con-
cerning the evaluation of a thiosemicarbazone ligand in
the Heck reaction.

The synthesis of the palladium complex 3 is outlined in
Scheme 1."" Salicylaldehyde N(4)-ethylthiosemicarbaz-
one (H,Sal4Et) 2!> was prepared by treatment of
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salicylaldehyde 1 with N-ethylthiosemicarbazide in eth-
anol. The synthesis of complex 3 was achieved by the
reaction of ligand 2 with Li,PdCly, prepared in situ from
PdCl, and LiCl. The microanalytical data are consistent
with the formula C;yH4,CIN;O,PdS, which indicates the
structure [Pd(HSal4Et)CI]- H,O. The presence of lattice
water is suggested by the IR spectrum, which revealed
the appearance of a strong band at 3494 cm~' consistent
with a stretching v(H-O-H) bond. Also, the low value of
v(Pd—C]) at 291 cm~' suggests the presence of an inter-
or intramolecular halogen hydrogen bond.!?

Recrystallization of complex 3 from CH;CN/CH;0OH
(1:1) yielded orange prisms suitable for single crystal X-
ray analysis. The structure is shown in Figure 1."* The
presence of lattice water in the complex is obvious as
shown in its crystal structure. The monoanionic
HSal4Et ligand is coordinated to palladium in a tri-
dentate fashion via the phenoxy oxygen, the azomethine
nitrogen N(1), and the sulfur atom, forming one six- and
one five-membered chelate ring. The ligand shows a Z,
E, Z configuration for the donor centers oxygen, nitro-
gen, and sulfur, respectively. The S—-C(9) bond distance
of 1.713(3) A is consistent with a double-bond character,
while both thioamide C-N distances (N(2)-C(9),
1.338(4) A; N(3)-C(9), 1.331(4) A) indicate an increased
single bond character, in accordance with a molecule

Figure 1. ORTEP drawing of palladium complex 3.

protonated on N(2)."" The displacement from coplana-
rity is indicated by the dihedral angle between the phe-
nol ring and the plane defined by the five-membered
chelate ring Pd-S—C(9)-N(2)-N(1) being 3.45(12)°, and
the dihedral angle between the phenol ring and the plane
defined by the six-membered chelate ring Pd-N(1)-
C(8)-C(7)-C(2)-O(1) being 2.21(13)°.

Complex 3 was applied to the Heck reaction of styrene
with some representative 4-substituted aryl bromides
(from electron-rich to electron-poor) in DMF at 150 °C
for 24 h, using AcONa as base, and in the absence of any
promoting additive (Scheme 2, Table 1).!® Although the
reaction can be performed at lower temperatures, 150 °C
is the best reaction temperature for synthetic purposes.
Catalysis was performed under an inert atmosphere as
well as in air. The reaction was first performed using a
1:1000 catalyst:aryl bromide molar ratio to ensure a
higher yield process, and then by decreasing the ratio to
1:100,000. There was good selectivity for formation of
trans-stilbenes 6, ranging from 92% to 96%, and it is
noteworthy that side-products, other than cis-stilbenes 7
and 1,1-diphenylethylenes 8, were absent or present only
in traces. As expected, the catalytic activity depended on
the halide, while electron-withdrawing groups on the
aryl ring increased the reaction rate. The activity follows
in the order NO,>CHO>H>OMe, suggesting that the
rate-determining step in the Heck reaction is the oxi-
dative addition of the aryl bromide to the palladium
catalyst. Under argon, the catalyst is thermally stable
and the reaction mixture remains yellow or colorless,
depending on the palladium concentration. A cata-
lyst:substrate ratio of 1:1000 leads to total yields of 46%
and 54% for the very inactive 4-bromoanisole and the
relatively inactive bromobenzene, respectively. At lower
conversions, for these substrates the reaction proceeds
with TONs of up to 17,000 and 18,000, respectively.
High activity was observed for the activated 4-bromo-
benzaldehyde and 1-bromo-4-nitrobenzene. A cata-
lyst:substrate ratio of 1:1000 led to high conversion
(95%) of the aryl bromide, and with a ratio of 1:100,000,
the reaction proceeded with TONs of up to 43,000. At
lower ratios, even higher TONs were possible but these
were not optimized. In spite of the thermal stability of
the complex under argon, unfortunately, at high tem-
peratures in air, partial decomposition took place, and
the reaction mixture turned to dark brown. In air, a
catalyst:substrate ratio of 1:1000 led to total yields of
12% and 18% for 4-bromoanisole and bromobenzene,
respectively. These yields are significantly lower com-
pared to those obtained under argon. It is obvious,
however, that the catalyst remains active in air even for
the nonactivated aryl bromides. On the other hand, with
a catalyst:substrate ratio of 1:1000, and for the activated
aryl bromides, it is noteworthy that the yields were
found to be essentially the same as those obtained when
the reaction was performed under argon. However, in
air and at a very low palladium concentration, for a
catalyst:4-bromobenzaldehyde ratio of 1:100,000, the
yield was diminished.

In summary, we have synthesized and characterized a
chelate palladium complex with salicylaldehyde N(4)-
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Table 1. Heck reaction of aryl bromides with styrene catalyzed by palladium complex 3

Entry R Atmosphere ArBr/Pd ratio GC Yield (%) TONP Selectivity 6:7:8
1 OMe Argon 1000 46 460 95.4:0.5:4.1
2 OMe Air 1000 12 120 94.1:—:5.9
3 OMe Argon 100,000 17 17,000 92.0:0.2:7.8
4 H Argon 1000 54 540 96.4:0.7:2.9
5 H Air 1000 18 180 95.0:—:5.0
6 H Argon 100,000 18 18,000 95.3:—4.7
7 CHO Argon 1000 95 950 95.1:0.1:4.8
8 CHO Air 1000 94 940 96.4:0.3:3.3
9 CHO Argon 100,000 30 30,000 95.1:—4.9
10 CHO Air 100,000 14 14,000 95.7:0.7:3.6
11 NO, Argon 1000 95 950 95.1:0.7:4.2
12 NO, Air 1000 94 940 96.1:0.7:3.2
13 NO, Argon 100,000 43 43,000 94.8:0.5:4.7

Reaction conditions: ArBr (1.0 mmol), styrene (1.5 mmol), AcONa (2.0 mmol), Pd complex 3 in DMF (I mL), 150°C, 24 h.
#Total GC yield of all isomers, based on the aryl bromide using decane as internal standard.

®Turnover no (TON) = fraction of products (6 + 7 + 8) x substrate/Pd ratio.

ethylthiosemicarbazone, in which, according to its
crystal structure, deprotonation from the alcohol func-
tion takes place, and the ligand is bound to the metal in
an O, N, S-terdentate coordination mode, forming one
six- and one five-membered chelate ring. This phos-
phorus-free complex with additional potential N-donors
is thermally stable under argon, and efficiently catalyses
the Heck reaction of aryl bromides with styrene, with
good turnover numbers, and good selectivity toward
trans-stilbenes. The catalyst is also active in air, in par-
ticular for the activated substrates. This first study of the
application of thiosemicarbazone ligands to the Heck
reaction provides important information on the catalytic
activity of these systems. The development of analogous
ligands for the Heck as well as other palladium-cata-
lyzed reactions is currently in progress.
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